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     At this time last year, Coach Jeff Waldron was 
looking over his likely future roster of wrestlers. He 
was losing seven starters from his 2015-16 Section 
III Championship team to graduation. He knew re-
placing the seven, which included sectional finalists 
Collin Flynn, Tim Holden and Noah Gates, would be 
challenging but he was still cautiously optimistic 
about his team’s prospects for the 2016-17 season. 

     Little did he know at the time, he would lose three 
more likely starters including two other sectional fi-
nalists before the first official practice of the new 
season. Fulton would face what was arguably the 
toughest schedule in the state with one of its young-
est and least experienced teams ever. Of the fourteen 
mostly 8th graders, freshman and sophomores - nine 
didn’t even have winning records. Odds on repeating 
as Section III Champs seemed very long. 

Doin’ What It Takes 

     To make up for their lack of experience, Waldron 
put together the most ambitious “off-season” wres-
tling schedule since the days of Fulton’s legendary 
coach Wayne Bleau. Hardly a week went by when 
there wasn’t an opportunity for his charges to learn 
from the best clinicians in the country or compete in 
a tournament somewhere. But, no one really knew if 
they could make up so much ground. 

 Surprising Start, Hard Lessons 

     Before the Christmas Holi-
day, the young Raider team was 
surprisingly impressive as they 
racked up sixteen straight dual 
meet wins. They knocked off  
the 2016 Section IV Champ Ves-
tal and state-ranked Camden to 
win the Horseheads Duals. Then, 
a week later, led by Fulton 
MOW, freshman Cam Galvin, they 
won the Cortland Duals.  

     Then there was the Haines.  

     Tommy Hughes and Sam Jones made the Haines 
finals. That together with placing Wyatt Willis, Jon 
Parrish, Cam Galvin, Jared Crucitti, Nick Noel, Sam 
Waldron, Cole French, Ian Bogardus, Cuinn Burling-
ham, Roy French and Andrew Yablonski in the top 
eight put the Raiders in a position to win the tourna-
ment. Unfortunately, young teams sometimes lose 
focus and a bonus point left on the mat or a loss of 
composure can spell the difference between 1st and 
2nd place. Fulton lost the Haines to the #7 team in the 
state, Fairport, by half a point 224.5 to 224.  

     The Raiders kicked off the January schedule ce-
menting its #1 ranking in the division by besting the 
2nd-ranked combined team of CBA/JD/Solvay/
Westhill 37-25. 

     Once again, Fulton enjoyed the distinction of be-
ing the only Section III team invited to the prestig-
ious UE Duals but it was a tough weekend for the 
Raiders.  Major injuries early in the tournament took 
Nick Noel out for the tournament plus a week and 
put Ian Bogardus out for the season.  

     Matched up against the best teams in the state, 
loaded with upper classmen, produced too many 
physical mismatches and proved to be too much for 
the young team. If December showed how far the 
team had come on technique and mat experience, UE 
showed how far they needed to go in physical 
strength and power.  

    Returning to Central New York, the team’s three easy 
wins before the Section III Duals helped put the sting of 
UE behind them. 

     At the duals, the Raiders, despite the absence of their 
top-ranked 113 pounder Cole French, were hardly chal-
lenged at first. They defeated SIT, Liverpool and CBA 
et al as they marched to their second consecutive ap-
pearance in the finals where they met Central Valley 
Academy. The undefeated Thunder were top-ranked 
among the Section’s Division II teams and were ranked 
#2 in the state. CVA won 50-15 but the box score told a 
different story. Five bouts were decided by two points 
or less as seven Fulton wrestlers competed at a higher 
weight class in an all out effort to win the match. 

     “We knew if we left everyone at their regular 
weights we would lose by a more respectable score but 
we didn’t come here to do that. We came to try to win it 
all. That’s who we are. You don’t become the best by 
losing by a respectable score” said coach Waldron com-
menting on Fulton’s line-up changes. 

A Heartbreaker Match 

      There was hardly time to sulk over the duals because 
four days later the team traveled to RIT to take on Fair-
port, the 7th-ranked team in the state. Fairport had 
edged out Fulton by half a point at the Haines four 
weeks earlier.  

     Most observers thought Fulton didn’t have a shot at 
winning because they would have to meet the challenge 
without their starting 113 and 170 pounders. But, this 
team thought otherwise. 

     Sparked by 8th grader Cuinn 
Burlingham’s pin of highly fa-
vored Jacob Bell, the short-handed 
Raiders gave Fairport the fight of 
their lives. In the end, the #7 team 
in the state escaped with a 31-30 
win over the heart-broken Raiders. 

      Big Finish 

       Determined to finish the season on a high note, the 
team kept alive the Class A Tournament winning streak 
that went back 28 years. In the process they won eight  
individual titles: Tommy Hughes, Wyatt Willis, Adam 
DeMauro, Nick Noel, Cam Galvin, AJ Yablonski and 
Jared Crucitti.  

     The following weekend, they won the Section III Di-
visional crown for the third consecutive year. Six Raid-
ers made it to the finals: Tommy Hughes, Wyatt Willis, 
Cuinn Burlingham, Cam Galvin, AJ Yablonski and Jar-
ed Crucitti. Willis and Yablonski won titles punching 
their ticket to the state tournament. Hughes and Crucitti 
would join them as wildcards. But, perhaps most im-
pressive was the fact that of the fourteen Raiders who 
made their way to the awards stand, eight exceeded ex-
pectations - placing higher than they were seeded. 

    At the state tournament—another near miss. Sopho-
more Tommy Hughes finished just one win short of a 
trip to the awards stand.  

     With that, the 58th season of Fulton Wrestling goes 
into the record books - OHSL League Champs, Section 
III Class A Champs, Section III Divisional Champs, 
ranked #15 in New York State. 
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